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Push the frontiers of democracy – Deputy Minister  

 

Harare --- A government minister has called on the nation to 

progressively embrace and observe democratic principles and 

values upon admission that Zimbabwe’s last harmonized elec-

tions had blemishes. 

Honarable Fortune Chasi, the Deputy Minister of Justice, Legal 

and Parliamentary Affairs, told a public meeting organized by 

Crisis Coalition (C.iZ.C) and Election Resource Centre (E.R.C) in 

Harare on July 30 that there was need to enhance democratic 

practice and for every Zimbabwean to be trustworthy on na-

tional matters. 

“If I am to leave a message to you at all, it’s that we 

must continue as a country to advance the frontiers of 

democracy passionately and honestly,” said Chasi. 

“This requires a number of things to happen; one of 

them is that we need as a country to develop trust. 

“And all of us, whether it’s an NGO [Non-

Governmental Organisation], whether you are in gov-

ernment, we must be doing things that cause people 

to trust. 

“I think this is a critical and fundamental matter going 

forward, and I know it’s a very serious matter in gov-

ernment when one looks at administrative decisions, 

matters of corruption, which I am very much aware 

are being handled in a very robust manner at the mo-

ment.” 

The statements come after government is seen as failing to 

censure public officials implicated in corruption and the coun-

try is ranked amongst the most corrupt in the world.  

The country has also been failing to attract investment due to 

lack of trust from investors due to controversial elections, past 

violation of bilateral investment agreements (B.I.P.P.As) with 

investors from countries such as Germany, and economic poli-

cy inconsistencies. 

Chasi said the July 31 election was lacklustre, a point he said is 

not disputed in the ruling party Zimbabwe African National 

Union Patriotic Front (Z.A.N.U – P.F). 

“The elections have been done and they are gone,” 

said Chasi. 

“There is a government in place; it’s in situ and gov-

erning. I think that is different from saying the elec-

tions were perfect. 

“I haven’t heard anybody, let alone from Z.A.N.U-P.F 

saying the elections were perfect.” 
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Harare --- The government of Zimbabwe has been condemned 
for unleashing soldiers and police to assault flood victims at 
Chingwizi transit camp in a bid to offload them out of the 
camp and leave them to fend for themselves. 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (C.iZ.C) spokesperson, Mfundo 
Mlilo described the government move as callous and in con-
tempt of human dignity. 

“We are outraged by the blatant disregard for human 
dignity, the naked and unashamedly abuse of power 
and force by the military and police who have both 
abandoned their service charters,” said Mlilo. 

“Crisis Coalition has always condemned the use of the 

military to deal with civil matters.  

“This violation of the constitution is a reminder of the 
need to align laws with the constitution.  

“The government must always perform its primary 
duty of protecting its citizens.” 

The government has been immersed in a six month dispute 
with the camp residents over compensation for loosing their 
homeland and belongings to dam construction in the Tokwe 
Murkosi area.  

According to a source, the wrangled reached a boiling point on 
Thursday, when government officials attempted to move a 
medical centre out of the camp to the new site. 

“The case has been building since Thursday when gov-
ernment attempted to move the medical centre to a 
new area where 600 families have relocated voluntar-
ily out of this camp where about 3500 families still 
live,” said the source. 

“Those who have not relocated were promised four 
(4) hectares of land but have been offered one (1 ) 
hectare which is not enough since the area is dry, and 
given that they are cattle ranchers. 

“On Thursday government officials tried to move the 
health centre out but the residents insisted both sites 
needed health centres. 

“When they reached a deadlock, government called 
police who fired shots in the air. 

“Riot police was called later in the day but villagers 
refused to move. 

“On Friday morning, there was no fruitful discussion 
that took place and villagers disarmed the police and 
burnt two police vehicles. 

“Reinforcement from soldiers came on early Saturday 
morning, which led to villagers being assaulted, ar-
rested and detained, and the camp has been cor-
doned off. 

“Some people have run into the forest.” 

  

Government condemned for Chingwizi skirmishes 

Chingwizi Camp 

The deputy minister said there was need to ensure that electoral laws allow respect of the people’s wishes, amid accusation 

levelled at the ministry by civil society of railroading the Electoral Amendment Bill without incorporating public input. 

“I want to underline that electoral laws are really the entry point for democracy in that it is the framework that allows 

people to vote and determine their own fate through Members of Parliament,” said Chasi. 

Chasi blamed Parliamentarians for not having read the Bill, when it was due for presentation in the Senate. 

“There was no point in presenting a bill to people that had not read it, because the idea is not to take advantage of 

people, and ensure that there is no debate,” said Chasi. 

“I am sure that will be a travesty of democracy.”  
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ALERT 

VIOLENCE IN CHINGWIZI CAMP  

 

The Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum (the Forum) unreservedly condemns the violence that erupted in Chingwizi Camp 
from 31 July. The violence occurred following the government’s attempts to relocate clinic facilities from the camp that has a 
carrying capacity of about 3 000 families to the site earmarked for resettlement, which currently has only about 600 families.  

 

Following repeated attempts by the police to move the clinic facilities on 1 August, villagers burnt two police vehicles and 
disarmed anti-riot police. This resulted in acts of retributive violence by the police and army who moved into the camp and 
indiscriminately assaulted and arrested villagers including the elderly, children and ill people. Police arbitrarily arrested about 
300 villagers and 27 of them are to appear at Chiredzi Magistrates Court today facing charges of assault and arson.  

 

The Forum condemns both the violence by the Chingwizi villagers and the retributive violence by the police. The Forum also 
deplores the manner in which government has handled the planned relocation and the placement of Chingwizi residents after 
the floods that destroyed their homes and livelihoods in February.   

 

The Chingwizi violence must be understood within the context in which it unfolded. The violence was a result of a govern-
ment feeling threatened by villagers protesting inhuman living conditions and demanding an adequate standard of living.  
Instead of government addressing the flood disaster and treating the victims in a humane manner that befits a responsible 
government, the victims have been exposed to uncertainty, hunger, disease and violence.   

 

Violence in whatever form - structural or direct, is undesirable and destructive. The Forum calls upon the police to exercise 
their law enforcement role in a professional manner. Use of direct violence in a volatile situation only worsens the problem.  

 

/ENDS  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


